SAFE ATHOME

Security systems tailored for specific needs

hethet you're home or away,

it’s important to keep your

house safe. Home security
systems can be the answer to keeping
your belongings and loved ones protect-
ed. ' ‘

Security systems come in a variety of{
monitoring arrangements, from the basic
to the elaborate costing several thousand
dollars. Most homeowners can’t afford or
dor’t want the most expensive, but one
that will protect their home and not cost
alot.

Billy Findley, branch manager for
Koorsen Fire & Security, said homeown-
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ers need to consider some factors before
purchasing a security system.

“Each family has different daily sched-
ules, habits and options they would like a
system to perform,” he said: “Customers
need to consider somie factors when talk-
ing to a security system provider.”

Sotme of these factors include budget,
level of system reliability, areas of the
home to be protected and what type of
security device fits in with family needs.

David Myers, owner of Myers
Protection Services, also recommends
that before purchasing a system, home-

owners evaluate their needs and crunch

the numbers.

“Tt’s best to spend money on higher
systems and pay less monitoring fees,” he
said. “A lot of companies will install a
$79 special. Those are the cheapest way
to go, but typically the monitoring fees
are higher each month.”

ALWAYS WATCHING

Most monitoring contracts run from
three to five years, with a-fee paid
monthly. This depends on the type of sys-
tem and company. Security systems can
have a hard-wired system or a wireless -

system.

Residential security systems‘are moni- -

ade

N



tored 24 hours a day, seven days a week.
If the alarm goes off, it sends a signal to
the panel, which automarically calls the
monitoring station. An operator with the
security firm will call the home and dis-
patch local authorities if needed.

“At the same time the monitoring sta-
tion is notifying dispatch, they are also
going down a call list provided by the
homeowner before the system has been
instatled,” Findley said.

“If monitoring contacts the residence
and the intruder answers the phone und
gives the wrong information, monitoring

will call the authorities to tell them the

nected through the phone lines, if the
line goes out or s cut, a1 hackup is need-
ed.

“The most important thing to add to
your system is a cellular backup,” Myers
said. “It looks for loss of telephone line, If
it sees that, it becomes the primary com-
municator and reports that immediately.
Because one snip of a wire and vour
alarm system is useless.”

OTHER FEATURES

While security systems help protect
against intruders, they also can serve in
other capacities.

“Thoo ran have enanla alarme in

tem are a possibility of lower insurance
rates, peace ol mind, and it could raise
the resale value of vour home,” he said.

Average installation of o system can
take from six to cight hours depending on
the system and home. Customers can
choose from several different devices
such as door and window alarms, motion
detectors, glass break detecrors, tempera-
ture sensors, food sensars, lighting and
driveway sensors.

“We have had people specifically re-
quest systems that are not monitored, but
have a loud exterior siren to ger their
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